
Ecuador 01/07/17 

 

The trip here, other than an hour late take-off from Miami and a bag that didn't arrive in 
Quito, was uneventful. We arrived in Salasaka about 12:30 this morning and got to bed 
around 1:30 am. 
 

Wenda and I left NC thinking we had left before the snow hit and would not see any but 
today when the clouds separated we saw the top of the Tungurahua volcano covered 
with snow.  

 
 
 

 
 
Today started with a drive into Ambato after a short visit with Mariuxi at her 
business; then drove to Pablo's for lunch and a secret birthday celebration. Joining us 
was a Mission Team from Brazil. They were staying with Guillermo and Elvia and 
helping with sharing the gospel with people living in the Salasaka and El Florida area. 
We had a good time getting to know them and sharing a meal, including birthday cake.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 



From there we all went to the training in Salasaka. There were 21 in attendance and the 
study was on the rapture of the church. How God has set a time, that only He knows, 
when the believers in Christ still living will be taken away and joined with Him in the air. 
There were a lot of good questions including one from Mariuxi wanting to know why 
unbelievers didn't go directly to the Lake of Fire (the final Hell) instead of Hades, waiting 
for the Great White Throne judgment? She basically answered her own question. 
 

Another question asked was where does the soul of the believer go when he dies? This 
was easier to answer than the first because of Luke 23:43, 2 Cor. 5:8 and 1Thess. 4:15. 
Our souls go into the presence of the Lord. 
Our body is buried until resurrected. 
Our body and soul are reunited and we will be with the Lord forever in our glorified 
body. 
 

That is all for today, 
Guido 
 

 
Ecuador 01/08/17 

 
Our Sunday started with a trip to Ambato to attend worship service at PIBA. Pastor Jonathan's 
sermon was on the fact that this New Year should bring a desire to bring our best and first to the 
Lord. He encouraged the congregation, through the reading of selected scriptures, to put God 
first.  
 
After the service, David, who is a praise and worship leader at PIBA and who helps me with 
translation when needed, gave me a bag and said "Feliz Cumpleanos" and went away. Well, 
when I got back to my room and opened the bag I found a card wishing me a happy birthday 
signed by David and his girlfriend Anita and a bottle of Coca Light. I sent him the picture I'm 
sending you to let them know how much that bottle of Coca Light was appreciated. 

 



From there we went to the mall in Ambato to eat lunch and allow time for Elvia and their 
guests to grocery shop. Grocery shopping took 2 hours. I can't imagine why but it 
allowed Klever and I to talk about his future and his desire to serve the lord. 
 

 
 
From there we took the groceries to Salasaka and dropped Guillermo, Elvia and their 
Brazilian friends off at his house. By then it was 4 PM and the youth were on the way 
over to Guillermo’s for their meeting. 
 
Tonight's service at Salasaka Baptist Church was special in that we had new people 

from Ambato and visitors from as far away as Brazil, 😁. (Pictures below) 

 
The sermon was on how we needed to remember how to work out our salvation in this 
New Year (Phil. 2:12-13). How we need to Remember that once saved we are in Christ 
Jesus and need to daily strive to grow more in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
 
The things we need to Do are to put God First (Matt. 22:37); to study His Word (1 Pet. 
2:2); to be daily in prayer (Heb. 4:14-16); to worship together (Act. 2:42; 20:7); to take 
every opportunity God gives us to give the Gospel (Matt. 28:18-20); and to tell of the 
hope that is within us (1 Pet. 3:15). 
 



After the sermon, as is our custom the first Sunday of each month, we celebrated the 
Lord's Supper. We then enjoyed a time of fellowship with tea and bread to eat. 
 
I hope you were able to worship in your homes today since you were snow bound; 
spending time in the Word and in prayer for the coming year. 
 
Guido 
 

 
 

 

Ecuador 01/09/17 

Today started with a breakfast prepared by Rui from Brazil. It consisted of scrambled 

eggs and bacon. The eggs looked different but they were good. The three from Brazil 

are here to help Guillermo with the mission work in Salasaka. From left to right: Wenda, 

Rui, Alexandre, and Thais. 

 

 



 

From there we were asked to go to Condorahua and visit Orlando and Marcia. Orlando 

wanted some advice. Once we arrived, Orlando, Marcia, Maria, Segundo, Janette, 

Edward and Marcia's sister were all together for the meeting. 

Orlando and Marcia were thinking of borrowing money to buy their own sewing 

machines so they could do more work sewing jeans. The machines they have now are 

furnished by the company that furnishes the work to them and do not cost them 

anything. In talking to them they have a loan already that will be paid in 11 months and 

they are only able to save a little money each month now. There is no contract between 

them and the jeans supplier and no guarantee of subcontract work much less additional 

work if they buy their own machines. 

We went through selected scriptures in Proverbs 11:15, 22:7 & 27 and I left them with 

Proverbs 3:5-6. I advised them to continue for the next 11 months, save what they could 

and once the existing loan is paid off continue to save the money they were paying on 

the loan. I explained that the bank gets 20% of their payment and once the loan is paid 

that 20 % will go in their pocket. I explained that scripture teaches principles, that if we 

follow, life here on earth will be much easier.  

The world violates these principles, the Church should not. 



Orlando at his sewing machine with Guillermo looking on. 

 

Orlando’s parents: Maria and Segundo. 

 



Orlando’s sister, Janette.                          Marcia, Orlando’s wife, reading scripture. 

 

 



Stepping out of the sewing shop. 

 

After leaving Condorahua we went to Guillermo's for a late, late lunch that Alexandre 

had prepared. It was Brazilian lasagna made with ham, green peppers, a meat sauce 

and cheese, no tomato sauce. It didn’t taste like the lasagna I have had but it was 

delicious…the pasta was homemade! 

Training tonight was attended by 24 of us and was a continuation of the study on the 

rapture of the Church. The study was based mainly on 1 Thess. 4:14-17. 

This event will happen quickly in 3 basic stages. 

1. Jesus will descend  

2. The dead in Christ will rise and given new, glorified bodies. 

3. Those believers who are living will be raptured and also receive a glorified body. 

(1 Cor. 15:51-53)  

Tomorrow night we will finish the study on The Church, God's Called-Out Assembly.  



The rest of the week will be spent reviewing: The Body of Christ, Church Ordinances, 

Membership, The Witnesses of the Church, The Enemies of the Church and the 

Rapture of the Church, lessons 17-22.  

I guess I will stop for the night and look forward to tomorrow to see what the Lord has in 

planned. 

Guido 

 

 

Ecuador 1/10/2017 

The day started with us trying to meet with Rosita but she was busy setting up her shop 

in the Market so we set a time for 11:30 am. From there we went to El Florida to try to 

visit with Jeanette, whose husband is in the Galapagos. She was not at home but her 

neighbor told us she had taken her son to the doctor and when she returned she would 

be leaving to visit her husband, Louise, in the Galapagos. We left a note on her door, 

telling her we had come by for a visit and to check on her but we were glad she could 

arrange a visit to see her husband and for her to tell him hello. 

As we were leaving, we saw Jessica with her baby, Catalea and her mother, Lucia, 

selling French fries by the school. This is the family we witnessed to last year when 

Cathy Grisham and Dustin Midgett were here. The family did not accept Christ and 

since then the only thing that has changed is Jessica had a baby out of wedlock. We 

keep encouraging them to come to church and praying that God will change their 

hearts.

 



From there we went back to Salasaka for our 11:30 meeting with Rosita. 

 

Rosita has quit coming to the church because of a conflict with another woman in the 

church. At this time she has an unforgiving heart and is using it as an excuse to attend a 

church with a female pastor, where she says feels more comfortable. She says the 

people at the church don’t bring their bibles or take notes but the lady pastor preaches 

nice sermons that make her feel good. We told her we still love her as a sister in Christ 

and we would welcome her back if she decides to come back. 

During the time we were with Rosita the Brazilian ministry team went to El Florida with 

Pablo to have a Bible study with a man in the community. Alexandre told us that after 

the Bible study and the gospel presentation that the man accepted Christ and wanted to 

have more Bible studies in his home.  

After that we all met at Guillermo’s house for a late lunch consisting of French fries, fish, 

and rice prepared by the Brazilian team.  

Training tonight concluded our study on the Church, God’s called out assembly, and 

specifically with emphasizes on the Rapture of the Church.  

 

 

 

 

 



There were 28 of us in attendance.  

 

Jose said that he has had opportunities to witness to his boss and they have talked 

about different scriptures but he wanted to know specifically what scriptures to share. 

Jose also had some personal questions and we told him we would meet after training. 

 



After training we met with Jose and his wife, Maria. They have been Christians many 

years and attended a church in Ambato but live in Pelileo.  They started coming to SBC 

two or three months ago. Jose wanted to tell us how SBC has encouraged him and 

made a difference in his spiritual walk. He has a desire to live for God and reads his 

Bible daily. Maria also said that each morning before she gets out of bed she prays and 

gives that day to the Lord. Whatever happens to her or her children she will never leave 

God.   

Jose is thankful that the church provides time to have Bible studies at his home. That 

has been an encouragement to him and he has never had that before. We were 

encouraged by his testimony and he shared many more things but that would take 

another hour! We thanked him and encouraged him to stay in the Word. 

That is all for today. 

Guido 

 

 

01/11/17 

  

Today was relatively quiet. A lot of miles were put on the truck but few people were 

encountered.  

The day started with the Brazilian team going to the Salasaka market area with Patricio 

and Mercedes to hand out "The Story" pamphlet and talk to the people about Jesus. 

This has been done for the past 6 years but maybe this time one more will accept Him. 

While they were downtown we went to the Wuamanloma area to visit with an old man 

named Juan. Juan started attending the church but hasn't been there for a couple of 

Sunday's.  

We found Juan working out in his garden, see picture. He told us he has had back 

problems and has missed coming but that he would be there next Sunday. Juan came 

to Christ not too long ago and needs to be instructed in the meaning and significance of 

Baptism. 

Juan does not speak Spanish, the second picture is Guillermo speaking to Juan in 

Quechuan. 

 

 

 



 

 



After leaving Juan we had to go back to Salasaka to pick up Alexandre because he had 

become sick with stomach problems. He is not sure but he thinks it's something he ate 

that the rest of the team didn't. We went by the pharmacy and got some medicine for his 

condition and took him, Thais and Rui to Guillermo's house and left them there. 

From there we went to an area I haven't been in before near Pelileo. It's called La Paz 

meaning Peace. There are hundreds of houses in this one little valley that are 

government built. They were built for the victims of the Tungurahua volcano eruption 

which occurred a few years back. Anyway, it is a well-kept area with lots of children, 

middle aged people, and no church, not even a Catholic church that we observed. We 

are going to try and get up with the President of the community and see what we can do 

as far as evangelizing and teaching English using scripture. Please pray that God would 

open the door for a good relationship with the President.  We believe God led us to this 

area.  

Discipleship training tonight was attended by 19 of us and we tested the recollection of 

what had been taught over the last 9 months and they did very well. We will finish 

tomorrow night the review questions and then do a question and answer session on 

how to live out what they are learning from God's Word. 

That's all for tonight, 

Guido 

 

 

Ecuador 01/12/17 

 

Today started with me picking up Guillermo and the Brazilian team and coming back to 

my apartment.  

I have an “End Times” chart that shows the sequence of events from the Church Age to 

the Great White Throne Judgement. The chart covers the Rapture, the Tribulation 

period, the Second Coming, the Millennial period and the Final Judgement with 

scripture verses where God tells us about it in His word.  

The Brazilian team translated it and formatted it small enough to where I could have it 

laminated. I needed to print out 30 copies to pass out to the training group tonight. 

As you can see…it takes a team! 

 

 



 

From there we went to an area called Rgasentamiento La Paz, or just La Paz for short. 

Guillermo told me it means Peace. I wrote about it last night in that it may be an area to 

evangelize. Well today we went and found the President of the community, Wilson 

Perez.   

We introduced ourselves and informed him of what we wanted to do in his community 

as far as giving the Gospel. He said his family is 1 of only 10 Christian families in the 

community the rest are Catholic.  

He also said that there is no Catholic or Evangelical Church in the area and that he 

would support us in our wanting to spread the Gospel. We told him that we would not be 

trying to change anyone's religion but show them, using God's Word, how they can 

have a relationship with Christ. We told them that we would like to bring teams to help 

teach children, adults, and even help with medical teams. Wilson told us that he would 

give us a room in the community center and wanted to know when we could get started. 

We told him that since a team from Brazil was here we would start on Monday. 



 

 

You can see from the picture that there are a lot of families in this area and a lot of 

potential for spreading the Word. Please be in prayer for the mission teams we bring to 

Ecuador to spread the Word of God in this area. Wilson Perez and wife below.  

 



From there we went to Ambato to pick up my laundry and have the teaching material 

laminated, eat lunch, and then back to Salasaka to get ready for the training. 

Tonight's training we completed the review of the study on The Church.  After the review 

we started a mini study using the End Times chart I gave them. Having this visual aid 

really helped them understand the sequence and know that nothing else in prophesy 

has to occur before the rapture of the church…so be ready. (Matt. 24:36-51) 

That is it for today, 

Guido 

 

 

Ecuador 01/13/17 

 

Today we had an appointment with Patricio and Mercedes. Mercedes wanted to 

discuss, what she sees as his lack of enthusiasm when it comes to reading his 

bible.  When we got there they were busy in the market so we rescheduled for the 

afternoon.  

From there we went to Pablo's for lunch and to answer some questions he had.  One 

question was whether a woman living in an adulterous affair can be baptized?  There's 

always more to the question than the question.  

As it turned out she left her husband, moved in with another man and shortly thereafter 

her husband died. The pastor of the church Pablo used to attend quoted 1 Cor. 7:14 

and baptized her.  

I told Pablo that I certainly would not baptize her because she's still living in sin and the 

fact that her husband died did not nullify that. How can you be buried with Christ in 

baptism, raised to walk in newness of life and still be living in the old life of sin? (Rom. 

6:4)  

Another question he had involved a dispute between sisters and one sister is no longer 

attending the family church so would it be ok to invite her to SBC? I told him that a 

conflict between believers needs to be worked out but that it's ok to invite her to his 

church, better than her attending no church. 

 

 

 

 



Pablo reading scripture. 

 

  

While we were having lunch Hernan, Nelly's husband, came for lunch. While he was 

there I asked if he was angry with us since I hadn't seen him in months. He told us that 

the circumstances of the world have kept him away from the church. I asked him what 

circumstances and he said that it's easier to live in the world old than to put up with all 

the troubles he faced when he was coming to church.  

He mentioned wrecking his car and losing his job. I said, so you blame God for the 

things that happened to you? He said his heart has grown cold and he has no desire for 

the things of God any longer. I then asked who he was going to blame the next time he 

wrecks his car, loses his job or when his family gets tired of his junk and leaves? He 

said that his life is his and Nelly could go to church if she likes but he is going to 

continue the way he is.  

During this conversation I thought of 1 John 2:19 but I thought I would just tell him that 

the church would be praying for him and he is welcome to visit. 

  



From Pablo's we went back to the market in Salasaka but Patricio and Mercedes were 

nowhere to be found so Wenda and I went to the room to start packing for our 4 AM 

departure from Salasaka tomorrow. 

The training tonight was a question and answer session where clarification, if any, could 

be made on this week’s study. Also, it was a time to answer any questions that might 

help them to live out their faith in this environment.  

After the class we had a time of fellowship and shared a meal.  

 

 



 

After the meal there were three of us who shared a January birthday so Wenda was 

able to experience a local tradition of "face in the cake.”  

 



The hardest part of her experience will be getting the cake out of her nostrils.  

 

 

 

 



 

A most unusual “tradition!”    

 

 

This has been a good week seeing how the Lord is working in the lives of people in the 

area. I pray that God was glorified through it all. 

  

Guido & Wenda 

 


